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Gam Zu leTovah— 
Even this is for the Good! 


e began from a place of curiosity and ex- 
citement, great anticipation and joy at 
having found one another to teach and 
to learn from: Congregation Sha’ar Za- 
hav and Rabbi Camille Shira Angel, a 
great new beginning. Like all living relationships, over 
the years we have grown and changed. Change is the one 
fact that is entirely predictable about our relationships 
and yet we find ourselves making attachments and want- 
ing security despite our knowing that little is permanent 
or stationary. 

We’ve seen each other through some of the best of 
times and the most difficult of times. I’ve witnessed 
friendships begun, friendships ruptured, many babies 
born, two too many babies die, young people go off to col- 
lege and return home. Couples get married — three times 
to each other and then get divorced once and for all. I’ve 
seen your spiritual lives grow and deepen and, at times, 
diminish and deteriorate, and often resurrect. My spiri- 
tual life too has waxed and waned over the years. 

I’ve seen you out of work, looking for a job, changing 
jobs, or even careers. I’ve witnessed you make meaning 
in a chaotic world — through making movies, writing 
poems, d’vrei torah, books or music, choreographing 
dance, and practicing silent meditation. 

I’ve seen you work for justice. 

I’ve seen you turn away from your families and then 
turn back; stood with you at the grave and helped you to 
feel forgiveness, rage, or peace. I have watched you rend 
your clothes and mend them, bring each other home- 
made food with the special ingredient of care and con- 
cern; I’ve watched you plant seedlings and raise them up 
to whatever they wanted to become. I’ve watched you take 
on new challenges, and I’ve watched you manage leader- 
ship responsibilities with busy and overwhelming unex- 
pected life changes; I’ve seen you under stress and strain, 
and relaxed and content. 

It once happened that two newcomers to a community 
were visited on the same day by the local rabbi. During 
the course of the conversation, the first new resident 
asked the rabbi, “What kind of people live in this 


town?” The rabbi answered with a question: “What kind 
of people live in the town you came from?” “Oh,” replied 
the newcomer, “they were wonderful people. Friendly, 
neighborly, real, genuine people.” “You'll find the same 
kind of people in this town,” said the rabbi. 

During the conversation with the second newcomer, 
the rabbi was asked the same question and she gave the 
same answer. This new resident replied, “The town | came 
from was a horrible place. The people were unfriendly, 
disagreeable, the worst sort of gossips, always fighting!” 

The rabbi replied, “You'll find that this town has the 
same kind of people.” 

Our living is determined not so much by what life brings 
to us, but by the attitude we bring to life. In truth, itis our own 
actions and attitudes that bring out the good or the bad in peo- 
ple. To live a life that brings out the worst in people — why, 
that’s no life at all. To live so as to bring out the goodness in 


another, that’s putting life in our years. (continued on page 2) 


Why are Sha’ar Zahavniks 


____ Showing Up at Othe 


BY MICHAEL CHERTOK 


ver the past several months, members of 
Sha’ar Zahav have been spotted at Temple 
Sinai and Beth Sholom, at B’nei Emunah and 
Beth Israel Judea. There have also been sight- 
s ings at Emanu-El, Or Shalom and The 
cred Why are a group of Sha’ar Zahavniks so frequently 
showing up at other shuls in the Bay Area? 

As a community, our members learn and grow from a 
wide array of Jewish experiences. And of course members of 
our community attend the simchas of friends and family in 
other shuls. Since the High Holy Days, a group of Sha’ar 
Zahavniks have made a concerted effort to conduct “shul 
learning visits” to get to know more about the minhag (cus- 
toms) of other progressive shuls in our community — and to 
consider how we might engage with other synagogues. 

This all started with a discussion at our strategic planning 
Advance last July. A group of us came together to consider 
how Sha’ar Zahav could find partnerships within the broader 
Jewish community in the Bay Area. Since then, our group, 
including Ann Bauman, James Carlson, Tiela Chalmers, 
Andrew Ramer, Amy Scharf, Howard Steiermann and 
myself, have been considering the opportunities for program- 
matic collaboration. 

Our objective is to explore how working together with 
other shuls might increase the vibrancy of our Sha’ar Zahav 
community — and also save costs. This could mean, for exam- 
ple, partnering on adult education classes — or perhaps join- 
ing together to celebrate a holiday like Simchat Torah. In 
addition, we’ve actually been learning from these visits to 
other local shuls...from the ways other congregations wel- 
come newcomers walking in the door...to how they 
daven...and how they share in oneg Shabbat. We discovered 
one congregation that celebrates the joy of Shabbat with 
scotch and sushi! 

Collaboration is nothing new for us at Sha’ar Zahav. For 
many years we've been sharing our building with the First 


i ? 


Mennonite Church of San Francisco. And increasingly, col- 
laboration is a theme in the broader Jewish community. 

Our plan is to start to engage in conversations with a few 
of the progressive shuls in the Bay Area to find out if our 
interest in collaboration is mutual and compatible. As we 
start our new congregational year in July, we look forward to 
the opportunity to engage with new partners. We hope that 
you will welcome this opportunity too! 

If you'd like to join us in shul learning visits or in explor- 
ing the possibility for collaboration, please feel free to contact 
me at michael @chertok.net. 


Gam Zu le Tovah 


(continued from page |!) 

While I am not moving anywhere geographically, Iam 
soon embarking from what has been my Jewish community 
in San Francisco for 15 years. 

I have a growing sense of being bereft of all that is familiar. 
But I take great comfort from the story above, knowing that 
wherever I may settle, I will find folks who, like you, are real, 
authentic, complicated...wrestling with our potential while hold- 
ing ourselves with compassion for the ways we are challenged. 

I feel very blessed to have worked in this community for 
the last 15 years, in large part because you are a community 0 
seekers and learners who really want Judaism to make the dif- 
ference in your everyday lives and are willing to invest serious 
time, energy and focus. I am grateful anytime I can help 
someone nourish their soul through Jewish practice and really 
see their lives and the lives of those around them change. 

I know that before I can go on to serve with my full heart 
and passion, I will need to spend some time in the “fertile 
void.” The fertile void is the existential metaphor for giving 
up the familiar supports of the present and trusting the 
momentum of life to produce new opportunities and vistas. 

May our in-between time, our spiritual dawn, be a time of 
growth, renewal, gestation, incubation, as we go from 
strength to strength! 

I love you, Sha’ar Zahav! 


Congregation 
Sha‘ar Zahay 


290 Dolores Street 

San Francisco CA 94103 

VOICE 415-861-6932 

FAX 415-861-6081 

EMAIL regina @shaarzahav.org 

wes http: //www.shaarzahay.org 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav is a member 
of the Union for Reform Judaism, the 
World Congress of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender Jews, and the 

San Francisco Organizing Project 
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Sha’ar Zahav Staff 


RABBI Camille Shira Angel 

(x301) rabbicamilleangel@gmail.com 
CANTOR Sharon Bernstein 

(x308) cantorbernstein@gmail.com 
ADMINISTRATOR Regina Wurst 

(x303) regina@shaarzahav.org 
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S 

AND FAMILY EDUCATION Rebecca Weiner 
(x302) Rebecca@shaarzahav.org 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Carrie Kwong 
(x304) carrie@shaarzahav.org 


Officers 


PRESIDENT Laura Lowe 

llowesf@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENTS Michael Chertok 
Erika Katske 
Beth Ross 

RECORDER Ann Bauman 

TREASURER Mark Pressler 


Va‘ad Members 


Nancy Levin, Ron Lezell, Eve Meyer, Andrew 
Ramer, Martin Tannenbaum, Judith Wolfe, 
James Carlson (Immediate Past President) 


Patty Caplan, Tiela Chalmers, Alice sion 3 


THERE S AN OLD song 


from 1962 that many of you may have 
heard: “Up on the Roof.” Although many 
singers have performed the song, it was 
», written by Carole King and Gerry Goffin. 
7M My memory is of the first recording by The 
Drifters. Nene it’s an oldie, it summarizes how I feel 
right now about Sha’ar Zahav. Sha’ar Zahav has become my 
roof! The song starts with these lyrics: 
“When this old world starts 
getting me down and people are 
just too much for me to face, | 
climb way up to the top of the 
stairs and all my cares just drift 
right into space.” 
I know that many of you are humming the tune right now 
and smiling. That’s what’s been happening to me. Lately, I’ve 
been so focused on the CSZ budget, the news, work, and 


challenges. I have cried, laughed and everything in between. | 


am so proud of our students, our b’nei mitzvah program and 
our school. 


Another recent “Up on the Roof” moment for me came 
from each of you. As I looked at the budget earlier this year, I, 
of course, worried. I am by nature a worrier. You, however, 
reminded me that I need to let go of the worry and have faith 
in our community. The Rainbow Campaign was more suc- 
cessful than any of us, other than Martin Tannenbaum, 
thought possible. You displayed your love and support for our 
congregation. So many volunteers worked to make sure that 
you were all called. You made sure that the calls were 
answered. Special thanks to Martin Tannenbaum, Andy 
Schwartz and Judith Wolfe: our awesome fundraising trio. 

I look forward to working with you today, tomorrow and 
into next year. | want to hang around for many years just to 
make sure that Sha’ar Zahav will always be my sanctuary, my 
roof. And remember, if this old world starts getting you 


.. life, that sometimes it feels like it is just too much to face. 

Since becoming president, when life is too much, | rarely 
have the option to just stay home and pull the covers over my 
head. I have been blessed with the opportunity to attend most 
of the b’nei mitzvahs of our amazing students. If you haven't 
been to one of our b’nei mitzvot you will have to take my word 

© it. All my cares for the rest of that day, and possibly for the 

eek, just drift right into space. I find myself humming the 

tunes to a prayer, thinking about something that was said or 
written, full of wonder at the depth of character that our stu- 
dents display. Our children, in all of their wonderful diversity, 
have gifted me with optimism, curiosity and wonder. The 
world seems to open up to possibilities when they are up on 
the bimah. 

Going to Lilah’s bat mitzvah in late March, Rami’s bar 
mitzvah a week before that, Chava’s bat mitzvah a few weeks 
before that, and all of the others that I’ve attended this year, 
are just what I needed each time. I remember most of these 
students from when they were first born. Here they are, 
unique in all of the best ways. Their hopes and dreams are 
laid out for all of us to hear or read. Each one of them teaches 
me about the different ways I can choose to view life and its 


down, there’s room enough for all of us to share a place that’s 
inspiring, full of wonder, diversity and hope, under Sha’ar 
Zahav’s roof. 


Transition News: As of the beginning of April, we 
have moved forward on two major fronts in our 
transition process. The Interim Rabbi Search Com- 
mittee, chaired by Alex Ingersoll and Rose Katz, is 
busy reviewing the many applications. We have also 
hired LightBox Collaborative as our consultants to 
work with us on our identity transition (see the Janu- 
ary/February JGF) and they are busy gathering 
information and meeting with leadership and other 
congregants. Watch your email for updates, and 
please attend the Annual Meeting on May 27th at 
7:00 pm for more information. 


Task Force Leaders 
MEMBERSHIP Alice Harron and Nancy Levin 
membership @ shaarzahav.org 
CONNECTIONS Lisa Katz and Laurie Trupin 
connections@ shaarzahav.org 


To reach the JGF editorial team: 
jgf@shaarzahav.org 
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BY MARTIN RAWLINGS-FEIN 


antor Sharon Bernstein and Eve Meyer led this 
year’s fabulous “Home Made” Second Night 
Seder to resounding success. The pair took us 
from slavery to freedom through family remem- 
brances, an Sos flashback to Bill and Ted’s Excel- 
lent Adventure (including air guitar) and a priceless Ma 
Nishtana provided by the children. 

Participants such as a new member, Donna, were excited 
by the way that “everyone got to participate in the telling of 
the Passover story,” and she especially loved “singing the Frog 
Song.” Another member, Alisa, really loved being with all the 
people she cares about. One congregant, Barry, commented 
on how diverse in Jewish background his own table was with 
“people sharing their different stories and family traditions.” 
He found out that his own “table had individuals from Rus- 
sian, Italian and Polish heritage.” One participant at another 
table brought Persian charoset for everyone to share, and 
brought out scallions, representing the whips the Egyptians 
used on their slaves, so that his tablemates could whip each 
other during the Dayenu chorus, a Sephardic tradition. 

Attendees remarked warmly about Eve’s memory of her 
mom intentionally spilling a glass of wine before every seder, 
so people wouldn’t feel disappointed if they also spilled wine. 
One person commented that “attending the Second Night 
Seder really demonstrates the community of CSZ.” 

That community feeling was demonstrated in the shared 
experience of cleaning up the sanctuary after the well- 
attended seder. We found more ways to reconnect with one 
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hea Pa Sea 
another during the packing of food, gathering of coats, pick- 
ing up of chairs, and composting — as Cantor Bernstein sere- 
naded us with Passover songs in Hebrew, Italian and Yiddish 
Every community seder should be like this Second Night @ 
Seder. May it be so, and may we see you all here again next 
year at Sha’ar Zahay, if not in Jerusalem. 


Mwo years ago, on the 5th of 
Sivan, my husband and I 
were on the highway be- 
tween Jerusalem and Safed, 
moving very slowly in stop- 
and-go traffic. I didn’t know that 
Shavuot began in just few hours, nor 
did I know that Safed, one of the holiest 
cities in Israel, is where many Jews go 
on Shavuot. 

We arrived in Safed far later than 
expected, but with enough time before 
sundown to relax. We sat on a cast iron 


bench and took in the amazing feeling 
of this day, in this place. 

An older gentleman sat down next to 
us and wished us a “chag sameach.” | told 
him we just happened to be in Safed on 
Shavuot, but sadly knew little about it, so 
he told us these facts: Shavuot commem- 
orates the giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai. 
We attend an all-night study session 
called a Tikkun Leil Shavuot. We eat only 
dairy foods and we read the Book of Ruth. 

But why do we these things? Well, 
according to Rabbi Lev of Safed: We are 
told that the Jewish people were sleeping 
the night before they received the Torah. 


God had to sound a shofar blast and 
bring thunder and lightning to wake 
them up. This is one reason why 16th 
century kabbalists in Safed created 
“Tikkun Leil Shavuot,” as a way to rectify 


he eve of Shavuot. 

With the giving of the Torah, Jews 
became obligated to observe the laws of 
kashrut (kosher). As the Torah was given 
on Shabbat, no cattle could be slaugh- 
tered nor could utensils be koshered and 
so, on that day, they ate dairy. 

Ruth was a sincere convert who 


embraced Judaism with all her heart. 
On Shavuot, all Jews, past, present and 
future, are considered to have been at 
Sinai. We are all, therefore, in essence, 
converts, having chosen to accept 

the Torah and all of its precepts. So the 
rabbis determined that we read the 
Book of Ruth on Shavuot. 

Join us at Sha’ar Zahav for a Shavuot 
celebration on Saturday, May 23, start- 
ing at'7:00 pm with a Havdallah and 
Shavuot service, followed by a dairy 
potluck at 7:30 pm, and a series of 
engaging, timely and interesting study 
sessions from 8:00 — 11:30 pm. 


Shavuot Is Kugel Time 


A rich buttery, cheese and sour cream kugel is a staple of the Shavuot dinner table. Most recipes consist of a combination of simple 
ingredients: medium or wide egg noodles, eggs, butter, cottage or ricotta cheese, sour cream, milk, sugar and cinnamon. Personal- 


izing it with applesauce, raisins, or the fifties addition of canned fruit salad, helps to create a taste with memory. 
Out of Our Kitchen Closets, the unique cookbook published by Sha’ar Zahav during the height of the AIDS epidemic, has a 
whole section on kugels, most of them dairy or pareve. 
Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer’s kugel coniests of the past few years exhibited the wide variations of ingredients and styles that define 


evening of study on Saturday night, May 23rd. 


the modern kugel. We were treated to gluten free, savory, spicey and non dairy examples of this Eastern European staple. 
Bring your own traditional or newly-imagined kugel to share at our dairy/pareve dinner between the Shavuot service and our 
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Introducing the Bar Mitzvah 


Asa Eli DiG I rolamo Klein exploring the open spaces of Marin County with his dogs and 


Asa DiGirolamo Klein, son of his brother, Finch. 
Janet Klein and Lisa DiGiro- Asa has focused on the concept of tikkun olam for his vari- 
lamo, will be called to the ous mitzvah projects — preparing meals for those in need and 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on May _ joining habitat restoration projects on Mt. Tamalpais. 
16. He lives among redwood Asa is celebrating his first aliyah with his friends and fam- 
trees and chickens in Fairfax, ily from both sides of the Golden Gate Bridge and both sides 
California. He has a great of the country. He and his family are thankful to his mentors 
interest in both technology and teachers, Avi Goldberg, Rebecca Weiner, Rabbi Angel, 
and the natural world. When Cantor Bernstein, and the B’nei Mitzvah Chavurah for their 
he is not commuting to San love, support and teaching throughout this process. 
Francisco for religious study 

~~. and urban adventures with old 


—e friends, he splits his time 


ee ~between coding, gaming and 


Leah Cohen 


Leah Cohen, daughter of Ellie Cohen and Miki Goralsky, dual members of Sha’ar Zahay and Kol Shofar, will be called to 
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on May 30 at Congregation Kol Shofar, 215 Blackfield Drive, Tiburon (Marin County). 


PRACTICE AREAS Divorce Separation Custody Paternity Modification 
Domestic Property & Visitation Pre-Marital of Orders 
Partner Pension Ghia Su Agreements Appeals 
| ee pport 
Dissolution Distribution ; 
Restraining Post-Divorce 


Alimony Ondlers Disputes 


We recognize that a 


Family Law matter 


: PERSONAL At GEN TromN 
is one of the most 


difficult challenges THOUGHTFUL LITIGATION 
that you may face— 


whether in a traditional ElNAE RES OEWT LON 


or alternative family 
setting. 


Schoenberg 


FAMILY LAW GROUP, P.C. 


FAMILY LAW 


| 
| 
i} 
| 
| 
| 
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Two Students Refle 


S MAXIMA ALEXANDRA 


15 and a freshman at Lowell High School. 


Sefer Phyllis Mintzer, and attended Beit 
Sefer from pre-K through her bat mitzvah. 

Chava Novodgrosky-Godt is 13 and 
attends the Creative Arts Charter school. She had her bat 
mitzvah this year and will be returning next year as a 
madricha. She has been a part of the Sha’ar Zahav commu- 
nity since she was a baby. 

Here are some of their thoughts on Beit Sefer Phyllis 
Mintzer 


What did you like best about Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer? 

C: The school is very open and welcoming and it is a safe 
place and seems more so than other synagogues that I have 
been to. It is nice to have been part of a community for so 
long, even before I was born. 


M: I loved being part of a class that I got to grow up with in 


a loving and supportive community. 


What did you learn? 
C: I learned how to become a good member of a commu- 


nity. I learned to appreciate my Jewish values and I learned 
@:: Jewish history. I learned all the prayers, chanting in 


ebrew, and everything I needed to know for my bat mitzvah. 


M: Not only did I learn all of the content that I needed to 
become a bat mitvah, but I also learned a great deal of Jewish 
history and how it pertains to modern values. But I think that 
most importantly, I learned to accept myself and others for 
who we are. 


If you were speaking to a group of parents of young children, 
what would you say to them to encourage them to have their 
child be educated at Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer? 

C: I would say that you have to know that you are signing 
up to be part of acommunity and that you are going to make 
friends for life. You are going to learn Jewish values and Jew- 
ish history that will stay with you forever and which you will 
hopefully pass on in the future. You are going to feel safe and 
be who you want to be. It is fun and creative. There is nevera 
boring day here at Sha’ar Zahav. 

M: If you enroll your child, you will be setting them up for 
a lifetime of fabulous Jewish community experiences and 
important Jewish learning. 


What do you think makes Beit Sefer different from other reli- 
gious schools? 
C: There is a lot of hands-on learning here. The teachers 
e hip and cool and nice. They are not intimidating and you 
Q not afraid to ask them questions. For me, a big part of my 
Judaism is asking questions and my teachers really encour- 
aged me to bring all my questions to the classroom. 


She is a madricha (teacher’s assistant) at Beit 


M: I don’t have much experience with other synagogues 
but I think I can pretty confidently say that whatever we lack 


in grandiose architecture, we make up for with personal expe- 


rience and an engaging curriculum. 


What was the best part of your bat mitzvah process? 

C: My favorite part of my bat mitzvah process is that I felt 
really connected to my classmates. I also liked having a men- 
tor every week and learning from him and getting to know 
his family. [Our mentor program matches a member of the 
Sha’ar Zahav community with a b’nei mitzvah student fora 
year and a half to build a relationship and guide them 
through the b’nei mitzvah process.] 

M: I loved meeting with my mentor every week and get- 
ting to discuss how far I had come and not only how I had 
improved on the skills I needed for my bat mitzvah, but also 
how I had developed as a person. On the day of my bat mitz- 
vah, the best part was being able to look out into the congre- 
gation and see how awesome my community is. 


THE JADE RETREAT 


| 3 Bd, 2 Ba Home 
Visit Gold Rush towns, Hike, Swim, 
Fish, Ski, Wine Tastings 


Rent through VRBO.org, or 
AirBnB.org 


Search: Pollock Pines, Sierras 


Check us out w/ Sharyn Saslafsky 


' 
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Celebrating And Honoring Rabbi Angel 


You have five more opportunities to honor Rabbi Angel for her 15 &S 


years of dedicated and loving service to us: 


¢ Participate in a delightful picnic with Rabbi Angel on May 
2nd. Bring a picnic lunch and a picnic blanket, meet in the CSZ 
lobby at 12:30 p.m., and walk together to Dolores Park 

* Join a Havdallah with Rabbi Angel at a central San Fran- 
cisco location on May 16th at 7:00 p.m. Please RSVP by con- 
tacting the Sha’ar Zahay office and let us know the names of all 
adults and children who will be attending. This Havdallah is 
open to all CSZ members 

* Come to a Shabbat service of appreciation, followed by a 
special oneg, for Rabbi Angel on June 12th at 7:30 p.m. in the 
CSZ sanctuary 

* Participate in the Pride Seder where Rabbi Angel will be the 
guest of honor on June 26th at 5:30 p.m. RSVP to the office. 


¢ Create a page to be bound in a beautiful handmade trib- 


ute book to be presented to Rabbi Angel. Designated paper will 


be available at the Havdallah and picnic appreciation events and 


welcome, as are your expressions of appreciation and love, to 


be inscribed on the provided paper. 


Please join your CSZ community at one or many of these events 


as we express our gratitude to Rabbi Angel. 


LEGAL HELPe¢ 


ESTATE PLANNING 

BUSINESS LAW 

REAL ESTATE 

LITIGATION 

CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION 


GOLDSTEIN TENANCY-IN-COMMON 


GELLMAN,MELBOSTAD PROBATE 
HARRIS & McSPARRAN PERSONAL INJURY 
LLP EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION 


1388 SUTTER STREET, SUITE 1000 David Gellman 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94109 DGellman@g3mh.com 
(415) 673-5600 Tex 


(415) 673-5606 Fax Arthur Meirson 
www.g3mhicom AMeirson@g3mh.com 


at CSZ. Your 3”x 5” photos of yourself with Rabbi Angel are also 
| 
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HHD Pledges 5775 
Judith Bell & Jim Greenberg 
endy Brummer 
tty Caplan & Jonathan Simonoff 
Lynn Eden & Ruth Schoenbach 
Donna Fein 
Andy Fyne 
David Gellman 
Alisa Gilden & Lisa Inman 
Alan Gordon & Steven Schumacher 
Allison Green 
Sara Haber & Beth Sousa 
Arthur Meirson 
Eve Meyer & Jim Edlin 
Jeffrey Piade 
David Robinson 
Katherine Simon 
Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll 


General Fund 

Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll in 
memory of Leon Groisser, John Shealy 
Reiser, Rose & Richard Stone. 

Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll in 
honor of Thomas Raffin’s AIDS Grove 
work. 

Walter Leiss 

Ami Zusman in memory of Benjamin 

erzl Saperstein. 
eorge Frankel in honor of Rabbi 
Howard Steiermann’s ordination. 

James Little in honor of Tamara Little’s 
conversion. 

Sadie Hill 

Gail Ludwig & Clarissa Kripke in honor of 
CSZ’s scholar-in-residence, Ruti Regan. 

Steve Weiner in honor of James Carlson. 

Terri Yeckley from “Sage Partners” in 
honor of Alex Ingersoll’s birthday. 

Alan Ferrara in honor of Daniel Meyer- 
O’Keeffe’s 21st birthday & Allan Gold, 
Daniel’s godfather, who made Daniel's 
dreams come true, & in honor of Ami 
Zusman. 

Allan Berenstein in memory of Isabel 
Fishman, Ron Gertz & Norma Faini-Pick. 

Michael Shapira & Daniela Kauffer in 
honor of Rabbi Camille Shira Angel. 

James Carlson in memory of Rick Brattin 
& Gordon Katski. 

Allan Berenstein in memory of Joy 
Saslafsky. 

Noelle Herrnberger 
@&san Tubbesing in memory of her 

@... Ann Kohout. 


William “Bill” Smith in honor of Pesach. 


Rainbow 2014 


Diana Buchbinder & Jeane Redsecker 


Rainbow 2015 

* Rainbow Fund donations made in honor 
of Lilah Segal-Angel's bat mitzvah. 

Paul Cohen & Bob Gutterman* 

Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll 

Jonathan Pannor* 

Walter Leiss in memory of Fay G. Cohen. 

Wayne Bender* 

Eric Weiss & Dan Alpert* 

Martin Tilzer in memory of Herbert 
Schultheis. 

Yo Schneeman in memory of Marika Chill. 

Samuel Walters 

Andy Fyne 

Terry Fletcher & Glen Hauer 

Steve Elman 

Steve Mazer 

Ellen Cohen, in honor of Rabbi Camille 
Shira Angel. 

Jay Cohen 

Charles Spiegel 

Elizabeth Katz 

Florence & Steve Nacamulli, in honor of 
the Bikkur Cholim coordinators, Phil 
Charney, Mark Mackler & Marshall 
Gold. 

Mark Lipschutz in memory of Martin & 
Renee Lipschutz. 

Gail Ludwig & Clarissa Kripke 

Mark Mackler & Wendell Choo 

Mary Ann Ruyle & Sybil Meyer 

David Lowe 

Juliett Schlesinger in memory of Reneé 
Leicher. 

Judith Huerta 

Jeffrey Piade 

Ora Prochovnick & Rena Frantz 

Sharyn Saslafsky 

Nancy Muller 

Robert Tat* 

Marshall Gold 

Alice Harron 

Linda Edelstein & Marion Gillen 

Gabriel Lampert in memory of Benjamin 
Lampert. 

Marjorie Hilsenrad in memory of 
Norman Hilsenrad. 

Jonathan Funk 

Jo Ellen Green Kaiser & David Aram 
Kaiser 

Tamara Little in honor of her conversion. 

Leo Hill in memory of his grandmother. 

Paul Cohen 


Bernard Schertzer 

Judith Ellen Scherr 

Deena Lahn 

Steve Shotland 

Ami Zusman in honor of Laura Lowe & 
the Va‘ad’s leadership & dedication. 

David Wasserman in memory of Frances 
Wasserman. 

Joan Goldman in memory of Abraham & 
Ruth Goldman. 

Avi Goldberg & William Garcia 

Stephanie Godt & Ellen Novogrodsky 

Harriet Rafter 

Laura Lowe 

Ruth Schoenbach & Lynn Eden 

Andrew & Michele Williamson 

Phil Charney 

Jon Uyterlinde 

Richard Meyerson 

Jane & Michael Rice” 

Nancy Stuart in honor of Tiela Chalmers. 

Arthur Slepian & Gerry Llamado in honor 
of Laura Lowe & Paul Cohen. 

Beth Rubenstein & Evan Marckiewicz 

Donna Fein 

Nina Raff & Annie Winters 

Deborah Udin & Lucy Cefalu 

Michael Bettinger 

Alana Herron & Robert Geller 

Eve Meyer 

Sarita Groisser 

Allan Berenstein in honor of the CSZ 
community. 

Robert Gordon 

Andrew Ramer in memory of Irmgard 
Baum. 

Richard Weiner & Susan Lubeck 

Helen Bruno & Kevin Stein 

Steve Mazer 

Arthur Meirson in memory of his 
grandmother, Nechama Jacobson. 

Merle Malakoff in honor of Rabbi Camille 
Shira Angel. 

Wendy Brummer 

Jonathan Funk* 

Steve Wiesner* 

Judith Wolfe in honor of Rabbi Camille 
Shira Angel. 

Lynne Eden & Ruth Schoenbach in honor 
of Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll. 

Susan Schwartz in honor of Rabbi 
Camille Shira Angel. 

Rose Katz 

Steven Gaynes in memory of Conrad 
Reny. 

Susan Tubbesing 
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Jonathan Kaplan & Jacqueline Wong 

Beth Ross & Laura Trupin in honor of 
Laura Lowe. 

Larry Wexler 

Katherine Simon 

Alan Gordon & Steven Schumacher 

Allan Gold & Alan Ferrara* 

Ron Lezell in appreciation of Judith Wolf, 
Martin Tannenbaum & Andy Schwartz. 

Drew Parker-Rose & Flavio Epstein 

llana Bernstein 

Kim Haveson* 

Nancy Levin 

Patty Ryan & Aaron Levine 

Barbara Cymrot 

James Carlson* 

Ann & Joshua Katz 


Phyllis Mintzer Education 

Fund 

Irving Mintzer & Amber Leonard in 
memory of George Mintzer. 

Allan Berenstein in memory of Noah 
Nacamulli. 


February 6-7 

Flowers sponsored by the Plotkin & 
Bealum family in honor of Langston’s 
bar mitzvah. 

Kiddush luncheon sponsored by Ethan 
Plotkin in honor of his 
nephew Langston’s bar mitzvah. 


February 13-14 

Oneg sponsored by Wendy Brummer 
in deep gratitude to the community of 
Sha’ar Zahav. 

Kiddush on Saturday sponsored by Jef- 
frey Auman in memory of Masha Za- 
kheim. 


February 20-21 

Flowers sponsored by Howard Hahn in 
memory of his mother, Helga Hahn. 

Oneg sponsored by Carol Barnett, 
Tamara Abrams & Max & Eli in loving 
memory of father & grandfather, Philip 
Barnett, & brother & uncle, Howard 
Barnett. 
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The Rabbi Julius & Pearl Funk 

Musical Events Fund 

Jonathan Funk in honor of Cantor 
Sharon Bernstein, Carolyn Reiser, Karen 
Segal, Michelle Goerlitz, Corey 
Weinstein & Ariel Bernstein Spagnolo 
for a wonderful Cantor Unplugged VIII. 

Jonathan Funk in honor of Sharyn 
Saslafsky, Nancy Meyer, Karen Schiller, 
Kathleen Friedlander, other organizers, 
staff & volunteers who worked on 
Cantor Unplugged VIII. 

Jonathan Funk & John Arnold in memory 
of Martin Eglow. 

Jonathan Funk in memory of Mike 
Kozlowski. 


Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll 


Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Sam Thal in honor of Lilah Segal Angel’s 
bat mitzvah. 

Marion Trentman Morelli & Robert 
Morelli in memory of Batya Kalis. 


February 27-28 
Flowers sponsored by Don Fischer in 
memory of his father, Dr. Leo E. Fischer. 


March 6-7 

Friday flowers sponsored by Rose Anne 
Donner Colt in memory of her father, 
Isaac C. Donner. 

Saturday flowers sponsored by Seth 
Novogrodsky in honor of the bat mitz- 
vah of his niece, Chava Novogrodsky- 
Godt. 

Oneg sponsored by James Carlson in 
memory of his father, Ray Carlson. 

Saturday kiddush luncheon sponsored 
by Dr. Richard & Natalie Godt & 
David Novogrodsky & Karen Sherr in 
honor of their granddaughter Chava’s 
bat mitzvah, 


March 13-14 

Flowers sponsored by Martin Tannen- 
baum & Alex Ingersoll in honor of 
Paul Peninger’s first (of many) Friday 
nights on the bimah. 


Florence & Steve Nacamulli in honor of 
Lilah Segal Angel’s bat mitzvah & the 
ordination of Howard Steiermann. @ 


Memorial Plaques & 

Bookplates 

Allan Berenstein in honor of Rabbi 
Howard Steiermann’s ordination. 

Allan Berenstein in memory of AJ 
Berenstein, Harold Schwartz & Allen 
Harris. 

Paul Cohen in memory of father Joseph 
M. Cohen & mother Fay G. Cohen 

Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll in 
memory of George Mintzer, Fay G. 
Cohen, Gian-Piero Spagnolo, Leas‘’sa 
Lund Sprehn & Osa Skotting MacLane. 

Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll in 
honor of Julia Weber & Charlie Fineberg 
& in appreciation of Kathleen & Ernest 
Friedlander. 

Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll in 
celebration of Zachary Weber Finberg’s 
bar mitzvah & Sulmi Bess Rubenstein- 
Markiewicz’s bat mitzvah. 


Oneg sponsored by Paul Peninger as 
thanks to his community. 

Saturday kiddush sponsored by Jeffrey 
Auman in honor of Rose Katz. 


March 20-21 

Flowers & Saturday kiddush luncheon 
sponsored by the Ludwig & Kripke 
families in honor of Rami becoming a 
bar mitzvah. 
Oneg sponsored by Paul Cohen in 
memory of his father, Joseph. 


March 27-28 

Flowers sponsored by Cantor Marsha 
Attie in honor of her goddaughter’s bat 
mitzvah. 
Friday oneg sponsored by James Carl- 
son in memory of his husband, Richard 
Roginskt. 
Saturday kiddush sponsored by the 
Angel-Segal family in honor of Lilah’s 
bat mitzvah, with special thanks to 
Uncle Andy, the Chocolate Maven & th 
Friedlander Angels. & 


We welcome our 
new members: 


@... Risman Jones & Steven Huang, 
Isaac & Ilana Huang Risman-Jones 
Morgan Ostrowsky 


Naches 

Mazel Tov to Chava Novogrodsky-Godt, 
Rami Kripke-Ludwig, & Lilah Segal- 
Angel on their b’nei mitzvah. 


Cantor Bernstein 


returns to Music in 
the Mishkan! 


Our own Cantor Sharon Bernstein will 


return to Music in the Mishkan on Sun- 


day, May 31 at 4:00 pm, with a Yiddish 
folk song cycle entitled “Froyenlibe un 
Lebn” (Women’s Lives and Loves). 
Randy Weiss and The Bridge Players 
are delighted to once again welcome 
Sharon and her golden voice to the 
chamber series, which is celebrating its 
16th season! 


a 


‘Charles 
Spiegel 
Law 


| REAL ESTATE 
DIVORCE AND CUSTODY 


ADOPTION AND 
SURROGACY 


PRE AND POST NUPTIAL 
AGREEMENTS 


Charles Spiegel, Esq, 
| CSZ Member 
| Attorney and Mediator 


CharlesSpiegelLaw@gmail.com | 


www.charlesspiegellaw.com 
(415) 644-4555 


Our Condolences to 

Sara Beroff on the loss of her friend, 
Aryeh Stein-Azen. 

Erika Katske & Rabbi Reuben Zellman 
on the loss of Erika’s father, Gordon 
Katske. 

Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll 
on the loss of their friend, Joel 
Shapiro. 

Ilona Turner on the loss of her aunt, 
Vivian Polak. 

Elana Robinson-Lynch Story on the loss 
of her grandmother, Estelle “Gigi” 
Robinson. 

Paul Margolis on the loss of his father, 
Hyman Margolis. 

Judith Wolfe & Jenny Hughes on the 
death of Jenny’s father, Donald 
Hughes. 

Sharyn Saslafsky on the loss of her sis- 
ter-in-law, Joy Saslafsky. 

Nancy Wecker on the loss of her father, 
Irving Wecker. 

Ernest & Kathleen Friedlander on the 
loss of their step-father, Paul Barkan. 

Howard Hahn on the loss of his father, 
Fred Hahn. 


Nourish your values 
with your investments 

¢ Holistic personal financial 
planning aligned with your 
progressive values 

¢ Feeonly* CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER’ practitioner 
specializing in Socially 
Responsible Investments 

¢ Small business retirement 
plans and consulting 

¢ Free initial consultation 


Jim Frazin, CFP°®, AIF° 
» 415.337.4566 x 101 


Se aE es 


Jim Frazin, is an Investment Advisory 
Representative of Communitas Financial 
Planning Inc, an independent invest- 
ment advisory firm registered in 

*No product sales. 8/9/12 


California. 
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Member Yahrzeits 
May 


Richard Inlander 
Jack Jacobs 
Jerome Davis 
David Delroy 
Thomas Yazman 
Nanci Stern 
Allan Altman 
Robert Coffman 
James Perkins 
David Loebl 


June 


Jay Feinstein 
Mark B. Feldman 
Robert N Mackey 
Judy Macks 

Duff Kreitzberg 
John Atteridg 
Mirtha Beal 
Barry Siegel 
Michael Randall 
Richard Rath 

Joe Zygielbaum 
William E. Valentine 
David Shaber 


Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy 


SINAI 
MEMORIAL 
CHAPEL 


CHEVRA KADISHA 


San Francisco 
1501 Divisadero St. 
(415) 921-3636 
FD 262 


Lafayette 
3415 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
(925) 962-3636 
FD 1523 


www.sinaichapel.org 


Pre-need funeral 
arrangements available 


Samuel L. Salkin, Executive Director 
Helen Schwartz, Pre-need Counselor 


11 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 
290 Dolores Street 

San Francisco CA 94103 

VOICE 415-861-6932 

FAX 415-861-6081 

WEB http://www.shaarzahav.org 

Rabbi Camille Shira Angel 

Cantor Sharon Bernstein 


Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
San Francisco, CA 
Permit # 12628 


CSZ‘s 11th Annual 


Pride Freedom Seder 
Friday, June 26, 5:30 pm 


Begin your Pride Shabbat celebration by recounting the story of our liberation as LGBTQ 
people at Sha’ar Zahav’s 11th annual Pride Freedom Seder. Using our Pride Haggadah as 
a guide, we will share stories, poems, songs and rituals to honor our history and our heroes, 
and to celebrate the steps we have made toward freedom. As the seder ends, we will move 
upstairs to our Pride Shabbat service. 


Please bring a vegetarian dish to feed eight people. Sha’ar Zahav will provide drinks. A $5 
donation for members, $10 for non-members is requested to cover materials. 


Please RSVP by calling or emailing the office. 


